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The Power of Water

·  Water is a fickle friend. It gives life, and it takes life away. In a flood, water is the enemy - especially for drivers. 

· Floods are the most common natural disaster, besides fires, according to the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

· Between 1998 and 2001, 320 people died in floods nationwide; 177 of those deaths were vehicle-related, according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, or NOAA. 

· Floods kill more people each year than any other type of severe weather, and cause annual damages that exceed $3.5 billion.

· Emergency managers, responders and communities have a new tool to help them prepare and deal with floods. 

· The NWS's Advanced Hydrologic Prediction Service, or AHPS [pronounced Ay-Haps], is designed to warn emergency managers and local officials of impending floods.

·  It allows these officials to prepare for and prevent deaths, injuries and damage.

Most Dangerous Place: On the Road

· According to Ingram, Richards and Gordon, the most dangerous place to be in a flood is on the road. 

"About 50 percent of flood deaths occur with automobiles," AHPS program manager Ingram said. "We tend to think that we are safe in our vehicles, but it can take as little as 6 inches of water over a roadway to cause you to lose control of your vehicle. Most vehicles will float if there's 18 inches of water," Ingram said. 

"Most people simply don't appreciate the power of water," Richards said. "Either the water is too deep and sweeps them away, or the road has been undermined and they can't make it across. If we could convince people that a car is not a boat and keep them out of the water, we could dramatically reduce flood fatalities." 

According to Gordon, the best advice is: "Definitely do not drive through it. Turn around and go back in the other direction."
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Car Maintenance Safety Tips

Check Outside Every Time You Drive 
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  Tires are not low or flat; tread is not worn away
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  Windshield wipers work; sufficient cleaning fluid in reservoir
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  No leaks under the car
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  Mirrors, directional signals, head, tail, and brake lights are clean and not broken 

Check Inside Every Time You Drive 
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  All doors are fully closed and locked
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  Seat and head restraint comfortably adjusted
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  Driver and passengers correctly belted
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  Mirrors, vents, windows and heat/air properly adjusted
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  Gauges work and accurately reflect engine conditions
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  Driver is mentally and physically ready to drive 
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Check Once a Week                                               [image: image13.wmf]
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  Oil Level 

Check the oil before starting the vehicle (while the engine is cool): Pull out the dipstick, wipe it off and reinsert. Pull it out again to check the oil level. A safe oil level indication is between the upper and lower level marks. If the level is below the lower mark, add a quart of oil into the oil reservoir and check your owner's manual.
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  Washer Fluid Level 

Check the level of fluid in the holder. A good habit to develop is to fill the fluid reservoir when it is half full.
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  Tires 

Check tire inflation when the tires are cool. Tip: Check the tires every time you fill the gas tank.

Check Once a Month 
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  Automatic Transmission & Brake Fluids 

Check fluid levels and add more if necessary. See the owner's manual for directions.

Check Every Six Months 
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  Windshield Wiper Blades 

Replace hard, cracked, or brittle blades.
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  Tires 

Rotate tires according to instructions in the owner's manual.
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  Power Steering 

Check the fluid levels and add more if necessary. See the owner's manual for directions.

Quick Safety Seat Checkup Tips

Does your child ride in the back seat? 

·  The back seat is generally the safest place in a crash. 

· If your vehicle has a passenger air bag, it is essential for children 12 and under to ride in back. 

Does your child ride facing the right way? 

· Infants should ride in rear facing restraints (in the back seat) until age 1 and at least 20-22 lbs. 

· Infants who weigh 20 lbs. before 1 year of age should ride in a restraint approved for higher rear facing weights. 

· Always read your child restraint manual for instructions on properly using the restraint. 

· Children over age one and at least 20 pounds may ride facing forward. 

Does the safety belt hold the seat tightly in place? 

· Put the belt through the correct slots.

·  If your safety seat can be used facing either way, use the correct belt path for each direction. 

· Check the vehicle owner's manual and safety seat instruction book for guidance. 

Is the harness buckled snugly around your child? 

· Keep harness straps snug over the child's shoulders. Place the chest clip at armpit level. 

Does your child over 40 pounds have the best protection possible?

· Keep your child in a safety seat with a full harness as long as possible, at least until 40 pounds. 

· Then use a belt-positioning booster seat, which helps the adult lap and shoulder belt fit better. 

· A belt-positioning booster seat is preferred for children between 40-80 pounds. It is used with the adult lap and shoulder belt. 

How should a safety belt fit an older child? 

· The child should be tall enough to sit without slouching, with knees bent at the edge of the seat, with feet on the floor. 

· The lap belt must fit low and tight across the upper thighs. The shoulder belt should rest over the shoulder and across the chest. 

· Never put the shoulder belt under the arm or behind the child's back.

·  The adult lap and shoulder belt system alone will not fit most children until they are at least 4'9" tall and weigh about 80 pounds
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California Law (Effective 1 Jan 2002): Children weighing less than 60 lbs or under the age of 6 years old must be in child safety seats.
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