Vandenberg’s Spacelift Team gears up for Guardian Challenge
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Editor’s note: This article is the first in a series of four articles that will highlight each of this year’s Guardian Challenge teams. 

During Guardian Challenge 2004, five Airmen will set out to prove 

Team V has the best spacelift operators in Air Force Space Command. 

With Vandenberg’s three-time winning streak at stake, the Airmen on the spacelift operations team have their work cut out for them. 

Not to worry though, these Airmen seem ready for competition. 

“I’m confident we will overcome any obstacles that will come our way,” said 2nd Lt. Patricia Risnear, 2nd Space Launch Squadron launch controller. “Being on a team with such great people will keep my confidence (going). We will get each other through this competition no matter what.”

The spacelift operations competition is made up of a couple of different aspects which involve scenarios that measure emergency response during a launch mishap, launch simulations and an Airman’s ability to work accurately during a catastrophic event, Lieutenant Risnear said.

Although the team competes with the 45th Space Wing from Patrick AFB, Fla., crewmembers will not actually be in the same place competing. Both teams will battle on their own turf and a score will be announced when each team is complete. 

Despite the fact that some of the events are timed, Lieutenant Risnear said she feels no pressure and she will get the job done.

“This year has already been a real challenge due to the (Operational Readiness Inspection), so we’re pretty much up to speed on launch readiness,” Lieutenant Risnear said. “I know that we have a great team this year and we will be ready to squish the fish as competition day comes around.”

Lieutenant Risnear said she has prepared herself physically by running and lifting weights to stay in shape and mentally by studying every free minute she has and remaining confident of the skills she has to offer the team. 

“I think the best skill I will bring to the table is my positive attitude and my belief that we’re a great team,” she said.

Staff Sgt. Joseph Ellis, 30th Operations Group aerospace control officer, will compete on the spacelift operations team this year along with Lieutenant Risnear.

He will be the team’s aerospace control officer during a simulated satellite launch. 

“This is my first Guardian Challenge experience as a competitor and I’m looking forward to being a part of a winning team,” Sergeant Ellis said. “My goal for us is to win ‘best spacelift operations’ and ‘best spacelift wing’ then bring home the Schriever trophy once again.” 

Sergeant Ellis said he has a great ability to perform multi-tasks when running emergency checklists and his knowledge of in-depth background area clearance will also help during the launch simulation.

“The actual competition will be the most challenging, but I’m most confident in the fact that each competitor on my team is an expert in his or her position and will do an outstanding job in the competition,” Sergeant Ellis said, adding that the key to winning is intense training and preparation. 

Captain Scott De Werth, 2nd Range Operations Squadron mission flight control officer, 1st Lt. Jason Knight, 30th OG range operations commander and 1st Lt. Dale Laster, 30th OG Air Force launch controller are also part of the Guardian 2004 spacelift operations team. 

GC begins May 3 and Lieutenant Risnear said the team will be more than ready when that day comes. “ Ithink the 30th Space Wing is in good hands with all of the teams competing this year,” she added. “Go HAWKS!”

