76th Helicopter Flight soars for success during Guardian Challenge 2004
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Editor’s note: This article is the last in a series of four articles that highlight each of this year’s Guardian Challenge teams.

For Guardian Challenge 2004, Team Vandenberg’s 76th Helicopter Flight GC team plans to fly and maneuver their way into the winner’s circle, leaving the competition in the dust. 

The 76th HF members will go up against Malmstrom, F.E. Warren and  Minot Air Force Bases for the title of ‘The best helicopter flight’ in Air Force Space Command.

In order to do that, the team must represent their ability to work well together as a team while performing specific tasks required by the judges. 

According to Kevin Tuftee, 76th HF crew chief, the team will be judged mainly on their speed and thoroughness. 

“We will be required to do an aircraft reconfiguration course,” said 1st Lt. Lindsay Carl 76th HF pilot. “We will be tested on flight planning, navigation and time on target elements as well as being tested on a hover course.” 

The team will be judged on how well they navigate during the hover course carrying a bucket of water. At the end of the competition, the bucket is measured for water loss and points are subtracted based on the amount of water lost.   

The aircraft reconfiguration means they must be able to change the aircraft’s ability to hold a certain amount of personnel with possible injuries during an emergency at any given time, Lieutenant Carl said. 

She said her biggest worry about the competition is the surprises the judges will spring on them. 

But Mr. Tuftee is confident. “The Helicopter Team was ready and we will have no problem winning,” he said. 

 Col. Frank Gallegos, 30th Space Wing commander, came out to see just how ready the team was April 16. 

During his visit, he encouraged the team to come together with their team members and do they best they could. He also advised them to do some training with the Security Forces Team for physical fitness. 

When commenting on her teammates, Lieutenant Carl said they have a great working environment. 

“All the members of the team bring valuable information to the table and we each do our best to do what is best for the team,” the lieutenant said. 

“It’s is the aircraft commander that makes all final decisions, but it’s important that he has a crew he can trust to give accurate, timely and professional input.”

Lieutenant Carl said the task she thinks will be the most challenging is the hover competition, because during this time of the year Vandenberg has the potential to be very windy. 

But on the other hand, she said she’s most confident about the navigation competition because unlike the other teams, they have plenty of experience flying over Vandenberg.

“We’ve trained extensively here on a weekly basis and can navigate through just about any valley from here to Paso Robles and back down to Santa Barbara even without a global positioning satellite,” Lieutenant Carl said.  

.Along with Mr. Tuftee and Lieutenant Carl, the 4-member team also includes Staff Sgt. Bryan Waits and Capt. Ryan Dahlin. 

Sergeant Waits, flight engineer, works as the eye in the back of the helicopter that sees what the pilots cannot. 

He said he has worked hard with his trainer and teammates to remain focused on their goal of winning. 

“I’m a little nervous and I don’t want to let my team down, but with the help of our trainer and my teammates, I hope to live up to their expectations,” Sergeant Waits said.  

Captain Dahlin, director of life support, said he’s looking forward to seeing how well the team works against the other units and he’s excited to find out where their level of expertise is at in comparison with the other teams. 

“I’m sure we won’t have any problems,” he said.

To get prepared for the competition, Captain Dahlin said he takes care of himself spiritually, mentally and physically. 

He said he thinks his ability to adapt and be flexible along with his sound decision making skills will help put the team at the top of their game. 

Although all the team members are first-time Guardian Challenge competitors, they have put in a lot of time working hard towards winning and they seem quite confident about winning.

“The competition is coming to our house and we’re bringing our A game!” Lieutenant Carl said.

