May 2, 2004 -  50th SFS is knee-deep in training for GC '04 

by 2nd Lt. Ian Kallenbach 

50th Space Wing Public Affairs

SCHRIEVER AIR FORCE BASE, Colo. - Your mission: Conduct an area reconnaissance at 12022098 and confirm or deny the presence of an assembly area. Next, proceed to 12102110 and confirm or deny the existence of a militia training area.  

This was part of the warning order delivered by Tech. Sgt. Erik Blatnik, 10th Security Forces Squadron, to the six members of the 50th Security Forces Squadron Guardian Challenge 2004 team Monday before they practiced small-unit tactics at the U.S. Air Force Academy's Jack's Valley training compound. 

According to GC regulations, SFS teams couldn't begin training until April 1, but once April Fools Day rolled around, the 50th SFS hit it hard.   

The team consists of 2nd Lt. Pedro Jimenez, Tech. Sgt. Todd Knudson, Staff Sgts. Alton Johnson and Jason Cummings, Senior Airman Dennis Miles and Airman 1st Class Daniel Rose.

"There's great camaraderie among the team," said Sergeant Cummings. "We're growing to be like family." 

According to Tech. Sgt. John Casey, the coach of this year's GC team, competition for a spot on the team was not easy.  Twelve SFS members tried out for the team, were tested and evaluated for week, and only six were selected to represent the 50th Space Wing. One more will be cut from the team near the end of April. 

  The week-long evaluation consisted of several criteria including the obstacle course, shooting at the range, a two-and-a-half mile run, and a tactics portion led by the Colorado Springs police department in which the 12 where tested on building clearing, room entry and military operations in urban terrain. During the tactics evaluation, the team used simulation rounds, which, according to Sergeant Casey, are like paint balls but hurt ten times more.  

Up until the time the team leaves for Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif. to compete in GC, their days will be packed full of training.  From running the O-course at O' dark hundred, weight training and sprinting to firing M-9s and M-16s and hashing out small-unit tactics maneuvers, the 50th SFS team is working hard.  

Monday, the team went to Jack's Valley to work on small-unit field tactics like responding to near and far ambushes, dealing with danger crossings and taking defensive postures such as getting in-line.  Sergeant Blatnik gave them their situation, mission and execution orders and the team, using land navigation, mapped the coordinates and set off into the woods to skulk through the snow, dense brush and terrain to complete their mission. 

Tuesday, the team returned to Jack's Valley, but this time to work on their aim at the shooting range. Afterward, they returned to Schriever to tackle its O-course. 

"When you see it from a distance it looks so easy," said Lieutenant Jimenez while standing at the starting line of the O-course.

Twenty-one obstacles and a one-mile run at the end makes the O-course a daunting task for anyone, no matter their shape. The sand, the sun and obstacles like the "Dirty Name" and the "Confidence Climb" left everyone huffing and puffing at the end. But, in true warrior spirit, those who finished first returned to help those behind. 

The team returned to the O-course at dawn the next morning to do it all over again.       

