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The people troubleshooting and repairing the electronic gadgets that keep the 91st Space Wing’s Minuteman III missile fleet on alert will soon be in the limelight as they compete in this year’s Guardian Challenge event held May 2-7 at Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif.

Staff Sgt. Ananh Torr, Senior Airman Landon Cutler and Airman 1st Class Denzil Jennings will represent the wings electronic laboratory, or e-lab, at this year’s space and missile competition.

“We check out and troubleshoot the support equipment for the Minuteman III weapon system,” Airman Jennings said. “There are a lot of various electronic pieces within that system and there’s lot of work to be done, we have over 400 tasks on which we have to be qualified.”

At Guardian Challenge 2004, evaluators will test the team on how well they can identify and fix a problem in a tape transport.

“The tape transport is used by the code controllers to transfer a reel of tape with data already on it into a tape like a cassette, only bigger,” said Sergeant Torr. “We have to check it out, figure out what’s wrong and fix it to make it serviceable.”

During the competition, the judges will put deliberate faults in the tape transport, and the e-lab team earns points based on how well they fix the equipment.

“We will be awarded points based on safety, the number of faults we find and fix and the time it takes to fix each task,” Airman Jennings said. “The judges give us about two hours from the time they insert the faults, and they see which team can do it the fastest.”

This is the first competition for all the team members, but Airman Cutler said the team is excited.

“We’re ready to go,” he said. “It’s a big responsibility representing Minot, the 91st Space Wing and e-lab.”

Sergeant Torr said the team is looking forward to using all the training they are getting now at the competition.

“We’re ready to apply what we’ve spent two months learning,” he said. “We’ll probably be really nervous before we start, but it’s what we’ve been training to do day in and day out. Even with all our training, some fault [the judges] could put in could take us more than two hours to fix, but we’re ready and we want to win.” 
