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Space and missile competition legacy resumes 

PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Colo. – Guardian Challenge, the Air Force’s only space and missile competition, returns to glory this May following last year’s hiatus.

Air Force Space Command has announced that all systems are go for the May 2-7 Guardian Challenge at Vandenberg AFB, Calif., ultimately determining the top space and missile warriors in the Air Force.

“Guardian Challenge embodies the spirit, expertise and drive of the world’s greatest space and missile warfighters, and it’s time for the competition to resume," said Gen. Lance W. Lord, commander of Air Force Space Command.

Recent military operations have demonstrated the integral and integrated nature of space to national defense. Guardian Challenge provides the testing ground for the readiness and combat capabilities key to America’s space and missile professionals.

“Guardian Challenge is all about cultivating and refining the talent of our space and missile warriors,” Gen. Lord said. “The competition demonstrates our commitment to our mission – I look forward to an exceptional Guardian Challenge.”
This year marks the 37th year of competition.  Since its inception, the competition has gone through three major commands and several name changes.  It began in 1967 as Strategic Air Command’s first missile combat competition called “Curtain Raiser.”  In 1969, the name changed to “Olympic Arena” and stuck for 25 years, including one year in which the competition was held under Air Combat Command. AFSPC took over the reins and renamed it Guardian Challenge for the 1994 competition, reflective of the command’s motto “Guardians of the High Frontier.”
Last year’s Guardian Challenge was cancelled due to a high operations tempo related to the onset of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM; Air Force Space Command assets were fully tasked, and the command felt the workload needed to train for and conduct the competition would stress resources needed for day-to-day operations. The competition has only been canceled one other time – in 1968 at the height of the Vietnam War.

Guardian Challenge features about 200 competitors from AFSPC units participating in a five-day competition to improve space and missile procedures and operations.  All AFSPC installations are represented this year, including the inaugural participation of Space and Missile Systems Center at Los Angeles AFB. Sent as observers in 2002, SMC will send a security forces team to compete this year.

Teams display their capabilities to a squad of evaluators from their fields. Competition areas include evaluations of chefs, security forces, missile operations, space operators and helicopter aircrews.

Media interested in covering any or all of Guardian Challenge should contact Air Force Space Command Public Affairs, 719/554-3978.
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