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GUARDIAN CHALLENGE

Guardian Challenge is the only space and missile warfighter competition in the Air Force.  Originally called “Curtain Raiser” and then “Olympic Arena” under Strategic Air Command, the event dates back to 1967.  Although Guardian Challenge was cancelled last year, the legacy resumes this year May 2-7, which is the 37th competition. 

Guardian Challenge pits the best-of-the-best space warfighters against each other, determining the top space wing teams in the Air Force.  This event captures the essence of competition through rigorous evaluation and increases the overall capabilities of unit teams to perform their missions.

Guardian Challenge objectives are:

· Create competition-tough personnel

· Improve readiness and combat capabilities through preparation, innovation and cross talk

· Enhance esprit de corps and strengthen teamwork across all mission areas in the command

· Recognize Air Force Space Command’s superior people

· Demonstrate Air Force Space Command is the premier space and missile force

· Identify areas for standardization or innovation to enhance readiness and efficiency

The competition gives Air Force Space Command professionals the opportunity to prove they are the best space and missile team in the world.  Space Wing Teams make a strong statement – they are second to none.

GC is the only peacetime opportunity for Air Force space and missile teams to fully demonstrate the effectiveness of their training and procedures in a highly competitive environment.  Lessons learned from this competition are used to refine day-to-day procedures and policies.  

To qualify for GC, teams first compete at their home stations.  These teams are evaluated against stringent criteria and standards developed by Air Force Space Command.  Only the highest scoring teams in each mission area travel to Vandenberg AFB, Calif.  

The highlight of GC is the competition week at Vandenberg AFB.  There, Intercontinental Ballistic Missile combat operations crews, satellite operations crews, remote space tracking crews, security forces, food services specialists, helicopter crews, missile maintenance teams, missile code controllers, and missile communications teams demonstrate their capabilities to a team of evaluators. Helicopter crews compete in navigation, hover and post-maintenance checkout tasks – GC is the only competition Air Force-wide for helicopters.

Due to the specialized nature of the mission and equipment, space operations crews and space communications elements compete at their home stations.  The top two teams in each area travel to Vandenberg AFB but aren’t told the results until the final day of competition. 

Awards are presented to the best space wing team in each mission area on the final day of the competition.  The Blanchard Trophy is presented to the Best Space ICBM Wing Team; the Aldridge Trophy goes to the Best Space Operations Wing Team; and the Best Space Launch Wing Team receives the Schriever Trophy.  

Awards also go to the best Missile Operations Crew, best Space Operations Crew (selected from the best Space Warning, Space Surveillance and Satellite Operations crews) and best Space Launch Operations Crew. Additionally, functional area awards are presented to the best maintenance, security forces, communications, missile code controller, chef and helicopter elements.
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