[image: image1.png]


 [image: image2.jpg]



Guardian Challenge 2004          Vandenberg AFB, Calif.          Air Force Space Command


GUARDIAN CHALLENGE – HELICOPTER COMPETITION

AFSPC helicopter flights provide helicopter support along the full spectrum of operations to each space wing.  Helicopters provide a flexible, rapid response platform to support space wing efforts to generate and/or launch sorties, to ensure the physical security of Intercontinental Ballistic Missile weapon system components and high-value space-launch systems, and to support operations and maintenance in sustaining the ICBM alert rate and the ability to launch spacecraft.  AFSPC helicopters support ICBM operations at F.E. Warren AFB, Wyo., Malmstrom AFB, Mont., and Minot AFB, N.D., as well as space and missile launch operations at Vandenberg AFB, Calif.

Helicopter Competition

The helicopter competition is composed of three elements: the navigation event, the maintenance event and the hover event.  These events consist of typical maneuvers or activities accomplished during operational missions and are in accordance with applicable Air Force, AFSPC and NAF regulations, instructions and technical orders.  There are four competing helicopter flights.  Each HF fields one aircrew consisting of two pilots, a flight engineer, and a crew chief.

Navigation Event

The navigation event is a daytime, low-level tactical mission that is representative of the unit’s day-to-day operations.  A crew of three performs this event – pilot, co-pilot and flight engineer.

Hover Event

The precision hover event consists of each team hovering the aircraft with a bucket of water suspended below it through an obstacle course. Judging is based upon time and the amount of water sustained in the bucket.  Both pilot and co-pilot will fly the entire course, and the final score is determined by an average of each pilot’s flight.

Maintenance Event

The maintenance event involves changing the configuration of the aircraft from one mission configuration to another.  Led by the crew chief, the pilots and flight engineer assist in this team-building approach. This timed event is competed head-to-head between competing missile and spacelift helicopter elements.
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